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AMUSEMENTS TO-DAY AND KVKN1NG.

WALLACE'S.Shk Stoops to Coxquku.
UNION SQUARE THEATRE.IKKNCU Flats.
daly'S THEATRE.arabian Niuiit. Matinee.
OKAN1) OPERA HOUSE.Streets or New Yoke. Matinee

NEW YORK AQUARIUM.Unclb Tom's Cabin. Matinee.

BROADWAY OPERA HOUSE.Stilvteuists. Matiuee.

THALIA THEATRE.Deh Verkauitc* Schlajt.

HAVERLY'8 THEATRE-Tiin tl.iu.icY Slave. Matinee.

ABBEY'S PARE THEATRE.Famutax.
NEW YORK CIRCUS.Humitt Dukitt. Matinee.
ABEBLE'S THEATRE.Poou or Nkw Yobk.
OERMANIA THEATRE.Die Nicute DKl Millionabba
NIBLO'S GARDEN.Hkabts or Steel. Matluoo.
STANDARD THEATRE.PniNCicss Toto.
FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE.Pirates or PwfMANOB.
SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS.Thompson Street FLATS.

COMIQUE.Mvlliuak Guakds' ClIEISTMAJk Mutiuoo.
ROSIER k RIAL'S CONCERT HALL.
TONY PASTOR'S.Mrs. Driscoll's Pautt
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN.Athletics.
JERSEY CITY ACADEMY.Mastobon Minstrels.
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The probabilitie* are that the loealJter in New
York and its vicinity to-day trill be colder and
partly cloudy. To-morrow it will be cold and
partly cloudy in the morning, followed by increasingtemperature arul possibly ruins.

Wall Street Yesterday..Stocka declined
about two points, the opening prices being tlie
highest and the closing ones the lowest of the
day. Money was very active, 7 per cent being
the lowest rate lor eall loans on stocks, and a

"commission"' of per day being paid hi a

great many instances. Bonds of all Glasses
were fairly active and strong. Foreign exchangewas weak and some of tho rates were

lowered.
Ciiastine Cox's last hope now liea with tho

Court of Appeals.
Tms is a good day to examine that now leaf

you turned over last New Year's.

Thousands of people are going to watch tho
old year out to-night; to-morrow night they will
Wish they had gone to bed early.
Mayou coopek deserves the public gratitude

for vetoing the obnoxious Forty-second street
and general uptown railroad projeot.
Tin: Reception to Joe Coburn must be postponed,on the Governor declares there is no

foundation for the rumor about his pardon.
Goveknok Van Zandt, of lthodo Island,

ptoes upon tho very small list of prominent citizenswho do not want to hold otliee; he declines
the Russian mission.

1'olick Commissioner Vookiiis' Resolution,
practically ottering a tire alarm box to every
school and factory, will probably lessen materiallythe losses of life and property in tho city.
The Hospital Collections already aggregateseven thousand dollars. The sum seems

large, but as the total of a great city's assistanceto the most needy of unfortunates it is
disgracefully small.

As It Api*eaus by the criminal records for
the year that about twenty-live hundred arrests
have been made of "suspicious" persons why
cannot the same designation be made to cover
the keeper* ol- disreputable bouses whoso characterin well known f

Hakmoky, to the extent of a working majority,is said to buVe been restored in the Hoard
ol'Aldermen by means iliut were not very expensive,us sueli things go. This afternoon's
meeting will prove whether tbe story is true, in
cu.se tbe Mayor sends in any nominations.

Thk Gkkat Wwi beats the world l'or businessinspirations. Tbe Denver plumbers have
just struck for an additional ball' dollar a day,
having probably learned, by examination of
their employers' bills, tftat no raise short of a
princely s;ilary could injure their employers.

In Si'iti. of all that may be said to the contrarythere are plenty of men in New York who
are about as desperate and helpless as the man
described under "Hard Lines." That branch
of charitable effort that is charged with getting
work for people who are unable to tind it for
themselves is wretchedly inefficient.

Nunvous Peoi'LK will breathe freer at learningthat the Superior Court, General Term, to
which appeal was taken in the Ludlow street
arson case, affirms the judgment of the lower
court. If such rascals as "lirebuga" are to
huvc their punishment mitigated by legal quibbleshonest men had better die at once.

Tiik VVeatiiku..The barometer is above the
mean in all tbe districts east of the Mississippi
Kiver, the disturbance that was over the St.
Lawrence Valley baring moved into tbo oct an

off the Nova Scotia coast. Two centres of dis(iit'lirtiicKnro <1«> v<*l<»tiin<r witltln lli«» »» *»»«» r»f !mv

premure which extends from the Western Gulf
of Mexico t<> ISritish Columbia, one over

Western Texas and I lie other over Idaho and
Montana. The tirst mentioned is likely to p:ws
northeastward through the central valley*,
where it may probably be overtaken l»y
the one advancing in the Northwest. Kaiu
ami sleet fell in the central valley* and the
Middle Atlantic States, and mimv in Ihe New EnglandStates ami the lake regions. The weather
was cloudy throughout tlm country except iu
the Northwest. The temperature fell decidedly
in tin; lake region# during the early portion of
the day and in the Middio Atlantic states towardnight. Elsewhere it remained nearly
Stationary. The winds have been brink on the
Middle Atlantic and New England coasts,
brisk to high in the Northwest and

' fresh in the other districts. The weather
over the IJritish Islauds continues very unsettied.The weather in New York and its viciuity
to-day will be colder and partly cloudy. Tomorrowit will be cold and partly cloudy in
the morning, followed by increasing temperatureand possibly rains.

NEW lrOKK
Nalluual t ou vi d t it> lis.

Nothing ci>uM well be more rude, clumsy
anil unsatisfactory than the party machineryin t his country for making Presidentialnominations. It is thoroughly unfairby thu possibility which it always
admits that the choice of tlie candidate I
may be controlled by States that can give
no electoral votes. Justice would require
that the influence of different States iu
muking the nomination should be in pro-
portion to the support they are able to

give the ticket. In the next liepublican
National Convention States like Virginia,
Kentucky and 'JJpunessee, which can by no

possibility give a singlo electoral vote to
the candidate of the party, will have as

large a representation as undoubted republicanStates having the same population.
Why should States that can contribute

- i *lio blnntimi nf a ticket be
able to dictate its composition? Why
should not the tioket bo made up by those
Status which arc relied on to elect it?
While it is generally conceded that none

ol the Southern States will give any electoralvotes to the republican candidate
they will have more than four-fifths of the
number of votes requisite to form a majorityoi the Convention. Although they
must bo mere ciphers in the election they
will serve in the Convention as ciphers annexedto significant figures multiplying
their value and enabling almost any two

large republican States to control the
nomination if reinforced by the Southern
delegates who represent no electoral votes.
At least nine-tenths of the republican

party in the Southern States consist of
colored voters. It is doubtful whether they
will be represented in the Republican NationalConvention by delegatos really
chosen by them and sharing their preferenceas to the Presidential candidate.
Within the last throe or four years the republicanorganization in the Southern
States has gone to pieces. Unless it should
be reconstructed by the negroes themselves
the republican delegates from the South
will be virtually appointed by the federal
office-holders. In that case the Southern
votes will be given in accordance with the
wishes c? the appointing power at
Washington. But if the negroes should
become deeply interested in some particularcandidate, and should thereupontake the bits into their mouths and
pay no heed to the official reins, their
united choice would be very likely to prevailin the Convention. If Pennsylvania
and New York make an early appointment
of delegates; if the delegates from those two
States should be instructed to vote lor the
same candidate, and if that candidate should
be ono who would be the natural and spontaneouspreference of the whole mass of
colored citizens, Now York and Pennsylvaniawould be able to control
the nomination, the Southern delegates
being annexed like ciphers, to enable
these States to count ten. Under ordinarycircumstances, with the republicanorganization dissolved in the Southern
States, the federal office-holders would have
no difficulty in appointing the delegates, but
if a skilful attempt should bo made to arouse
the dormant negro sentiment into activity
the "colored voters might be truly representedin the Convention. If their choice
should happen to coincide with that of tho
united delegations from Pennsylvania and
New York the nomination of their candidatewould be assured long before tho
meeting of the Convention. But if the
ticket were to be selected by those
States which are relied on for electoralvotes to insure its success the nominationmight fall to a different candidate.
Thera is no immediate remedy for a state

of things which permits Presidential nominationsto be controlled by States in which
tho party can expect no electoral votes.
The only way to rectify it is by a change of
system which wonld snbstituto ftio choice
of Presidential electors by Congressional
districts for their election in each State on

a general tickot. That would naturally bo
iollowed by a corresponding change allowingeach district to send its own dele-
gat e to the National Convention. liut
even that would bo only a partial
remedy, unless political parties should
muke provision for discriminating between
democratic and republican districts. Tlxo
republican party of New York has made un

approximation to fairness in the compositionof its State conventions by Riving each
Assembly district a representation proportionedto the number of votes it polled in
the preceding election. Under tho district
system a similar method would bo practicablefor national conventions. It would
only be necessary to allow each Congressionaldistrict one delegate and an additionalone for every three thousand or fivo
thousand or some specified number of party
votes cast in that district. Tho national
conventions would then fairly represent
the voters of tho party, and the ticket would
bo selected by those who could give some

assistance in electing it.
Tho present system is unjust and absurd.

Why should States which cannot givo a

single electoral vote to tho party candidato
have as much power in nominating him as

ll tlioy wore uacKoci uy a sk.r<>u^ majority r

Jiotli parties follow tbis absurd plan in the
make-up of their national conventions; but,
owing to tho two-thirds rule, it does not
operate bo absurdly in tho democratic
as it docs in tho republican party. Tho
two-thirds rule was not adopted as a correctionof such unfairness, but it has this
tendency. It is impossible in a democratic
national convention to make up a majority
sufficient to nominate a candidate and have
the greater part of that majority consist of
delegates lrom States in which there is no

chance or expectation of electoral votes.
The democratic two-thirds rule would bo
quite absurd in a national conventionwhich was fairly composed. If
the representation were in proportionto tho voting power there would
bo no si nHe or justice in denying to u bare
majority the powdV to select candidates.
Hut when evory convention has a largo
number of delegates who represent no

effective constituencies it is reasonable to
adopt some moans of curtailing their influence.Ho far as the two-thirds rulo has
this tendency it is justifiable, although it
hi seemingly undemocratic. But it was not

HERALD, WEDNESDAY,
adopted with a view to this consequence.
In one or two democratic conventions
which were known in advance lo bo practicallyunanimous the two-thirds rule
was introduced to give greater tclat to the
nomination. In 184-1, when Mr. Van Huren
was again a candidate and was known to
have a majority of the delegates, those
precedents were successfully \ised to dele;it
him, and the two-thirds rule has been the
common law of democratio national conventionsever since. After having been in
force lor more than forty years there is no

likelihood that it will be deviated from so

long as the general ticket system prevails in
the choice of Presidential electors.

It is a potent instrument for the defeat of
candidates whoso nomination is not practicallysecured in advance of the meeting of
the Convention. The resolute opposition
of one-third of the delegates suffices to
defeat any candidate, however strong and
popular he may bo with the mass of the
party. This power will enable the greenbackersto defeat any sound money candidate,ifthey oan control one-third of tho delegates.It will enable tho South to defeat
the nomination of any democratic candidate
whom they may dislike. It will enable the
friends of any "dark horse" to bring tho
Convention to a deadlock and hold it thero
until they umko lame dftoks of all the prominentcandidates. Whatever democratic
candidate goes into the Convention with
less than two-thirds of the delegates
pledged to his support has an excellent
chance to be set aside. Wo therefore warn

aspirants for the demooratic nomination to

put not their trust in "booms."

Alfonso Shot At.

Another attempt to assassinate Alfonso of
Spain by another callow cutthroat is reportedin the despatches. The attempt was

characterized only by its want of intelligent
intention and resolute purpose, and failed
as to all particulars which should distinguishin a dramatio and artistic sense

any real attempt to kill a king. There
was the usual noise of two shots,
and one more would be-murderer was

suddenly in custody, and nobody was

hurt. This youth will be coddled as a

hero of the communistic impulse for a time,
and then be straugled at last; but one of
these days the order will bo given in the
escort of monarchs that such experimenters
shall be cut down on the spot by the
cavalry, and then these attempts will perhapsbecome rarer.

The News from

Oup-correspondent at Augusta denies, on

the authority of Governor Garcelon himself,the report that that gentleman had
said he would not submit to adjudication
in the Supreme Court the points laid down
in Mr. Morrill's letter. It is to be regrettedthat the correspondent's statement
by authority was limited to this mere negative.Everybody will be glad to hear that
the Governor has not determined to take the
responsibility of dooiding for himself a

point that he may have decided by a high
judicial tribunal; but the country would be
even more pleased to hoar that the Governorhad determined to put the case before
tho court. All that his denial amounts to,
therefore, in its present shape is that he has
"not yet" determined to reject the propositionof Mr. Morrill. We should like to
know that ho had determined to acceptit An important indication of
the direction of the drift in this
difficulty is given in the report of preparationsfor the use of force. The arms

and ammunition have been taken from the
arsenal at Bangor to Augusta, and it is said
that the State House is virtually in the possessionof an armed force, gathered there by
the Governor to be beforehand with the
projects of some republican leaders to seize
that important strategic point. But it does
not follow that this force will be used.
The Governor may deem it a proper precautionto have such a forco ready on informationgiven of tho intentions of certainpersons, which information might
prove to be without foundation. Indeed,
the central point in the whole story is the
Governor's incapacity to get accurate informationon some points and his capacity
to get a superabundance of information on

others. Thus it appears that ono certificateof tho election of certain persons was

thrown out booause it was not sealed publiclyin town meeting. Now, if the Governorcould get Huch minute information
on points that did not appear on the returnswhy could he not also take informationas to whether two or four candidates
were voted for in certain districts, and so

prevent all the trouble? It is stated that
the Governor litis intimated hi* intention of
putting iu foroo tho law lor the snppressionof sedition and to make examples of
such men us lioutelle and Senator lllaine,
bat in tlint caso ho might have to include
also some of his friends who spoke for him
at Portland last night.

New Your Kllquet«».
So many questions have boon addressed

to the editor of the IIi imld npon tho
rules governing tho civilitios peculiar
to Now Year's Day that two answers
in addition to those already published,
may not bo untimuly. Wo would thereforesuggest.first, that tho customs of
good soaioty forbid a gentleman, calling
upon a lady, to introduoo several lrioudsof
his whom the lady never before met.
Strange as it may appear to some members
of the ruder sex, women preier to be consultedabout persons who desire introduction,and the too common habit of
calling with a crowd on Now Year's
Day results in numerous anuoyanocs
to ladies und an equal number of subsequentsnubs to men. To tho gentlor box we

would say that at leant half of the troubles
that result from offering spirituous refreshmentsto visitors would be avoidod if
women did not urgo such hospitality in a

manner that makes refusal almost impossible.Men who really want to drink do
not noed to bo prcssod ; the remainder, no

matter how numerous their virtuous resolutionsor written pledges, are powerless
when under the influence of a lady's voice

and smile. Minor manners and morals are

to be left to the decision of the porsons interested,but the two rules upon which we

have touohed are of prominent and general
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interest, and there is no possible excuse for
the transgression of either of ttiem.

Tito Tay liridge.
In counting the resistance that would

have to bo overcome before a gale of wiud
could do harm the constructors of the Tay
Brfdge were, as the fact proves, fatally at
fault. But they were not merely astray in
arguing that that could not occur which
lias now actually occurred. It is Been that
they reasoned on certain details trom mistakenpremises, and their fault is worth especialnotice becauso it is probable that similarfalse reasoning may be depended upon us

proving safety in other somewhat similar
cases. For instanoe, the Scotch engineers
counted a pier, a span of the bridge and
the weight of a train as the resistance to
which the pressure of the wind must be superiorto endanger the lives of passengers,
and they counted the sum of this resistance
as an inert mass. They made the resistance
about four times greater than the force
that could be applied. But the pier and
the spun of the bridge should not have
been countod, us we now see. This alonb
would reduce the resistance to a quarter of
what they made it. Moreover, the resisting
body, thus reduced, should not have been
countod as an inert mass, and this would
even more materially change the problem.
It appears never to have occurred to them
as a possibility that the train might be
blown from the bridgo. They reasonod
AO if VtviJ nnrl tvnuu an/1 f t>n 1 T\ nrnvo oil fn
«r» 11 UiiU^O (kuu m unn nuu muiu nvtw ma* vv»

ba blown over together. They seem,
further, nevor to have had a fancy that the
problem to solve was not how much force
would overoomo a certain inertia, but how
a force working in a given direction would
vary the operation of another force working
in another direction. They did not considerthe peculiar effect of the curves

in the lino on the resistance. As
a giant wrestler whom no antagonist
could budge if placed solidly on his feet
may bo brought down by a stroke that a

child could give if caught at a critical momentin a strained attitudo on tiptoe, so it
is with a train which, sweeping around a

sharp ourve, is practically on tiptoe and at
the mercy of many chances. There was a

double curve on the Tay Bridge, and
the accident appears to have occurred
just as the train was sweeping from
the first into the second. At that
point the last car was like a whip snapper.
Imagine the train at that place with the
wind lifting and pushing at once and cooperatingwith the force whioh the weight
and momentum of the train supplied to
sweep the last car outward from the rails,
and what was, in, fact, the real resistance to
be overcome ? It was only equivalent to
the surface supplied by the bevelled flange
of the wheels on one side of one car. For
when one car left the rails at that point all
was over.

The 11141Lan Commtiilon.

If the Ute Indians were actually in collusionwith tho people who desire their
ruin.or at least their exclusion from the
Stateof Colorado.they could scarcely labor
more effectively in the interest of those

it. 4i,.c
pt'ifiUUU llitlli tu ujr uiu uwiu^, muuu

events as occurred at the White River
Agency cannot possibly remain unpunished.If the American people
were satisfied that under our present
system of Indian relations such crimes
oould be committed with impunity they
would assuredly compel a completo and
absolute change of such relations. It is
only because the country believes that substantialjustice can be done on both sides
more effectively as we are than otherwise
that it consents to a system in virtue
of which the United States pays an

enormous annual tribute tp several tribes
of lordly savages; for a system that does not
subject them to our laws, but requires us

to feed them, makes us payers of tribute to
them, and if this system is complied with
only on ono side tho people will not endure
its continuance. This Ute case is likely to
bo typical as a test for all others. Murders
are committed.and evon worse crimes.
and we cull upon tho tribo to surrender
certain designated perpetrators of these
acts. If they aro surrendered and punishedthat is all that could be done if they
were our own citizons. But if not surrendered.ifthe tribe shields them.it
assumes the responsibility for the crimes
and war will assuredly follow. There seoms

now no likelihood that such a war can be
averted. It remains only to hope that it
may be thorough in its effects.

"The Plralea of Peiixonre" at the

Pailfnton Koy»l Bijou.
Some persons doubtless are wondering

why Messrs. Gilbert and Sullivan, while
making every effort for a "grand first
representation" of the "Pirates of Penzance"
in this city on the last evening of the year,
selected the afternoon of the preceding
Monday as the tirno and the Bijon Theatre
of Paignton as the place of a preliminary
"Grst performance." But it will not surpriseanybody who knows tho peculiarities
of the English law governing tho rights of
dramatists. The authors would have lost
their exclusivo right of representation in
Ureal Britain had they permitted the lirst
public performance of the pioco to take
placo out of that country. Choosing a little
town on tho South Devon coast may, perhaps,as the Loudon jVeics remarks, be
"classed among those satirical strokes by
which Mr. Gilbert delights to reduce tho
vexatious and unnecessary formalities of
the law to absurdity." Bui in giving a

single, hasty, nominal exhibition, for the
sole ptirposo of satisfying tho requirements
of tho law, thero wore also obvious business
and professional reasons besidos satire lor
avoiding London.
While the "Pirates of Penzance" is

kept in manuscript the authors, though
foreigners, will retain all their exclusive
rights of representation in tho United
States. These rights are not soeurod by
any etatule, but by the common law. The
common law property in "Piuaforo" was

lost because the piece was published in
print, and no statutory rights wero gained
because tho authors wero foreigners. But
Messrs. Gilbert and Sullivan aim to secure

both English and American rights 4n their
new production. While tho latter are guaranteedby the oommon law the former de-
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pend on the statute, and can be enjoyedonly on condition of tbe first performanceor first publication of the piece
somewhere within the United Kingdom.
Should the "Pirates of Penzance** be
brought out in this city before it is publicly
represented in Great Britain the authors'
English rights of representation would
thereby be lorloited. The law on this poiut
has been twice tested to his cost by Mr.
Boucicuult. In 1863 he sued Di-Infield lor

representing the "Colleen Bawn" in England,and the Court held that he had lout
his English rights by first performing the
play in the United States. The case of the
"Shaughraun," tried three years ago,
was analogous. Thin piece was first
brought out at Wallack's. It proved an

immense success and the author took it to
London. There it was kept in manuscript,
but Chatterton succeeded in bringing it out
at his theatre without license. A suit followed,in which it was decided thut Boucicanlthad forfeited his rights by not giving
the British public the benefit of the first
performance. Hence Messrs. Gilbert and
Sullivan are wisely and economically profitingby Mr. Boucicault's costly experience.
The new copyright bill which has been

reported by the government, and will doubtlessbe taken up at the next session of Parliament,contains an important change in
the law on the point under consideration.
It provides that tho author of any dramatic
or musical composition which is first printed
or publicly performed in a foreign country
may secure bis English right* by publishingor representing the piece anywhere in
the British dominions within three years
after its first publication or representation
abroad. When this law goes into effect we
muy look for a decline-of the drama at the
Royal Bijou Theatre of Paignton.

A Marine Clew to the Ansmtloni

European Weather.
The thermal observations of Atlantic

water taken by the Cunard steamships are

beginning to bear fruit and yield most interestingresults for science. A« the Atlantictemperatures dominantly affect the
climate of Western Europe an examination
of the recorded temperatures of its surface
water has been eagerly made to ascertain
some clew to the long wet, cold and stormy
winter of last year. The observations
made on the temperature of the sea every
four hours by Captain Watson, of the
steamship Algeria, show that for the homewardand outward bound passages that
part of the Atlantic traversed by his ship
was 3.2 degrees warmer in Deoember, 1878,
than in December, 1877. Paradoxical as it
may seem the moan temperature of the
British Islands in December, 1878, was 8 degreescolder than in the last month of 1877.
But Captain Watson's records nevertheless
afford a highly plausible solution of the
anomalous cold in Europe.
The heat brought by the Gulf Stream into

the North Atlantic has been fairly estimatedas not less than one-fifth of the
whole heat possessed by the surface water
of that ocean. About four billions of cubic
feet of warm water is hourly poured
through the Florida Pass, giving out to the
air of the North Atlantic the heat corre-

sponding to a difference in temperature of
25 degrees. When this volume of water is,
in any season, augmented or its temperatureraised but two or throe degrees above
its normal oondition, the resulting influenceupon the weather of Western Europe
must be marked. But if, asCaptain Wutsou's
thermometrio data apparently demonstrate,
the vast body of the North Atlantic south
of 45 degrees north has the temperature of
its surface water elevated three degrees
above the noimal heat, the most decided
climatic effects would result. Fortunately
we have the means of verifying Captaiu
Watson's register. The Signal Service observationsof the sea water at seven

points on the South Atlantic and Gull
coasts of the United States show that
it had an excess of mean temperature of
1.42 degrees in December, 1878, over that
of the previous December. The Atlantio
water between the twonty-fifth and fortyfifthparallels was, therefore, in the winter
of 1878-79 undergoing unusually great
evaporation, and the vast volume of moisturethen set free, borne in the broad belt
of the westerly or "anti-trade" winds, was

spread out in a continuous stream to Southernand Central Europe, serving not only
aH a natural highway fur Atlantic storms to
travel thitherward, but also us fuel to feed
the cyolonic meteors as they broke on the
British and French coasts. As Mr. Lookyer,
the English physicist, forcibly surmises in
his journal Mature, on the 11th inst», "This
abnormal distribution of temperature in
the Atlantio was more or less immediately
oonnected with tho more southerly course

taken by our European storms since tho
end ot Octobor, 1878, from which have iu-
evitubly resulted tiio unusual prevalence ol

easterly and northerly winds and tbo oold
weather wo have had since".a statement
which, by tho way, powerfully confirms
what the 1Ikiuu.d has so long contended for,
that Atlantic atorms do move toward and
strike upon the European coasts, and hence
that thoir movements are not without the
limits of soientitic prediction.
These observations of tho sea water over

the North Atluutic basin will, as Mr. Lockyerpoints out, servo us a basis lor "somethingmore than a more guess of the
weather of coming seasons." Uy compaiing
the sea water thermal observations made by
the Signal Service last month on the Gulf
atul South Atlautio coasts, ns given in its
"Monthly Heview," tho great tropical reservoirof tho Golf Stream was then 2.6 dogro'.'bwarmer than it was in November,1878. As tar back as May last
the United States stoainer Portsmouth's
observations showed an unusually vigorousmovement of the Gulf Stream, that
ship having boen carried northwardly
during a oaliu Ally-six (piles in fourteen
hours by tho powerful ilow of tropical water.
We might, therefore, justly inter that the
pressure of tho southeast trades has, for a

considerable time, been exceptionally
great, driving an unusually large mass of
equatorial water into the Gulf of Mexico
and through tho Florida Pass into the
North Atlantio basin. If this process goes
on the European winter of last year may repeatitself in 1880, as it has apparently al-

ready begun to do. But the same process
would, as respects this country, in all probability,insure an extensive diffusion ol
Gulf vapor in a northerly direction, mitigatingthe rigors of winter in and east ol
the Mississippi Valley.

It is earnestly hoped all seamen will aid
in the grand research seeking to connect
Atlantic, meteorology with that of Europe
and America.

Purifying Willi Street.
The important action taken by the Post*

master General in ordering the intercept
tion of the correspondence addressed to
certain firms of so-called Wall street sharpersis oncn to no other obiection than
that which iH derived from the considerationthat the authorities may sometimes
make mistakes. Power is given by the
statute to prevent the use of the mails
for nefarious purposes; and in the exerciseof this power the Postmaster General
is responsible for the accuracy ot his informationas to whether any designated person
really makes unlawful 'use of the Post
Office. Doubtless these cases were thoroughlyexamined before action was taken,
and we may, therefore, regard the war on

this particular class of "brokers" as a

proper protection of the unwary public.
PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Baron Friosen, of Germany, is at the Fifth Avonoa
Hotel.
The Russian Naval Department la Bald to be very

corrupt.
The Mexican Minister receives Informally on SundayoveulnjjH.
Senator Henry M. Teller, ot Colorado, ia at the

Sturtovant House.
Ex-Secretary of the Navy Goorge M. Bobeaoa la at

the Fifth Avenuo Hotel.
Mr. E. 13. Washburne is mentioned aa a candidate

for Governor in Illinois. \
Mr. John Prim, son of the Spanish statesman,

sailed yesterday for home via the White Star line.
Mr. Charles Francis Adams is one of tho heaviest

taxpayers in Boston, his property being assessed at
$747,000.
Diplomatic batredr. (the London Spectator thinks)

are like hatreds contracted in a ship, very keen and
very Ion ({-lived.
The officers of Christ Church, Alexandria, Va., art

endeavoring to seU the Biblo used by General Washington.They want to pay a church debt.
Ilext to the European frontier, says the London

Examiner, tho Clilncso is tho most notorious for
smuggling, and afterward comes the Caspian.
An English journal says that in St. Petersburg

not even a child can bo removed from one dwelling
to another without the cognizance of the authorities.
Haven't the geographors (says the Chicago Tuna) *

made a mistake iu locating Maine? The latest news
scums to indicato that it borders on the Gulf Ot
Mexico.
The loaves ot tho silver firs (ablcs) have a power ot ''

motion by which thoy are raised or depressed, they
having palisado oells, which are absent in tho com- «

paratively motionless spruce firs (picea).
Vnoli.h ln»» nimrHu ara daflnfihAil ifl

ordinary sized young men with light hair, blue
eyes and very rosy check*. Thur are said to rosembleyoung curates dressed up in bobtailed rod coats.
The San Francisco l'otl says that J. C. Flood, of

tho bonanza firm, will retire from control of the
stock market. Ho has always managed tho affairs in
San Francisco, while Mackay and Fair havo remained
at tho Nevada mines. Will be succeed Senator Sh»*
ron, of Nevada?
Chicago Tribune:."Mr. Lincoln used to tell story

about a big Iloosier who came to Washington during
the war and callod on a street Arab for a shine.
Looking at the tremendous boots bofore him h«
called out to a brother stilner across the street,
'Come over and help, Jimmy; I've got an army contraot.'"
A Chinaman In comfortable circumstances takes,

in addition to his broakfast, dinuer and supper, variouslight refreshments between meals.tho kuo tsa
leading up to tho morning, tho kuo tsong to tho middayand the tieu clion to tho evening meal, while the
clioau ya and the kio yla are partaken of during the
night by those who cannot get to sleep. «

The London Examiner is opposed to sending personaguilty of minor offences to prison. It says th* f
man who finds ho can bear a fortnight's imprison*
ment is not likely to hesitate so long at a crime to
futuro as ho to whom the terrors of a jail are aa
yet unknown, and If we would suppress crime It i«
better that wo should not accustom people to It* 1

punishment.
A oorrespondont of the Chicago Tribune writes:.

"Oovcrnor Oarcelon is the most obstinate of men.
Congressman Frye, his brother-in-law, told me that '

Oarcelon did not speak to hltn for over a year on
account of political differences; that, as his attorney,
wheu Oarcelon had any law business, ho would ait ,

In his carriage, send in a note to Frye and receive
his opinion in writing, and that, when Oarcelon
came to Frye's house, ho would never go in until he
learnod that Frye was away from homo." 1

London Spectator:."Foreign nations, foreign politicians,oven foreign governments, can only watch,
approach, iufluouco or soothe powerful individual*
in other countrios through tholr envoys. Only
through them can they learn what their opponents
or rivals or friends are really thinking of or Intending.They alone can collect in society, from little
speechos, from intimates, from, if you will, spies,
the information which, whon individuals are all
poworful, becomes of such torriblo importance." <

GOVERNOil VAN ZANDT DECLINES.
CANDID 11EASONS WHY IIE WILL NOT QO TO 8T.

I
PETEUSUUBU FOU "UNCLE SAM .HIS MAXIM*
"LET WELL ENOOOH ALONE."

[BY TELEOIiAPH TO THE HERALD.)
PnovrnENCi, It. I., Dec. 30, 1879.

Everybody is surprised at the sudden change of '

base of His Excellency Oovernor Van Zandt in de-
clining tnu mission 10 itussia. ue nau limy made

up his 111 lad to accept last nluht, and a well known
newspaper editor reported that lio Maw a telegram
which the Governor was 011 tho point of aonding to
Hoc rotary Kvarta accepting the otter. He, however, *

hnx reconsidered hi* decision. To a reporter who
called upon the Uovvruor this evening to ascertain
the truth of the report that he had declined, ha
aid:.
"Yea, I have, and allow mo to add that I think I

have done a wlso thing."
"Were there any special reason* for your duello- f

ingT" »nkod the reporter.
"Well, my friends lia\e wished me to aecopt for

for nonio time. I>ut after seriously count wring tha
matter I have concluded not to accept. 1 believe in
the old proverb to 'l»t well enough alouo.' I told
a newspapaper man yesterday that 1 lutulit accept,
hut inioriued him then that thore might ho a '

change."
"Then the matter la definitely settled?"
"Yea, there will he 110 more of It."

CANL>11> hkasons.
Huhanjunntly the tioveriiur gave to a IIkiiald cor>

respondent hia reasons for declining the miaalon.
These reasons were.lirst, that tho climate was too
vigorous for Mrs. Van Zandt's health; second, that
his business interests would suffer In case he should t
leave the couutry, and third, that he would not ha
able, with tho salary of tho ollkee, to maintain ita
dignity in the manner In which hia predecessors had
doue. All thinks oonaidered he deemed It heat to rental11 at home. He accordingly uotlfled Secretary
mailed to Itiin tliin oveuing a iotter mttuin forth III*
rnu»ou» more Hilly for duclimiiK thu honor and ox*

,

preNftttM ti'x tliaiikH for the nr«-at coiuplunont which
iik.I born paid to Uhodo Inland throned htiu.
Tho Ouvwuor ha* boon in raeeipt of niimnrntu

letter* un<l tulegrnniK from applicant* for a position
at tlio Legation, and while tlio Hkhai.o corre*pouit»
out wan In the Uovornor'* room a oaldtigraiu wai ro>
coivod from London sent by an aspirant for the po- |
sition of Huci'utary.

THE STATE CAPITAL.
Aldan*. Deo. 30, 1879.

Governor Cornell and family took possession oft
the Kxeeutivo Manalon thi* aftornoon.

Hsvnral Kenators, Assemblymen and nowly eleoted
State officer* reached the oity to-day. The formes
have been interviewed as to the organisation of tb«
Legislator*, but they appear te be entirely dsvoid
of Information.


